
Water Water –– The Third Dimension in The Third Dimension in 
Surface TransportationSurface Transportation
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Growing CongestionGrowing Congestion

�� Between 1983 and 2003, total vehicle miles Between 1983 and 2003, total vehicle miles 
traveled in the US has increased almost traveled in the US has increased almost 
90%.  90%.  

�� Today, the Interstate System, which Today, the Interstate System, which 
comprises just over 1% of the Nation's total comprises just over 1% of the Nation's total 
miles of roadway, carries almost 25% of all miles of roadway, carries almost 25% of all 

��

miles of roadway, carries almost 25% of all miles of roadway, carries almost 25% of all 
traffic.traffic.

�� Highway congestion increased dramatically Highway congestion increased dramatically 
between 1983 and 2003, in both extent and between 1983 and 2003, in both extent and 
duration. In the 10 most congested urban duration. In the 10 most congested urban 
areas of the country, each rush hour traveler areas of the country, each rush hour traveler 
“pays” an annual virtual “congestion tax” of “pays” an annual virtual “congestion tax” of 
between $850 and $1,600 in lost time and between $850 and $1,600 in lost time and 
fuel and spends the equivalent of almost 8 fuel and spends the equivalent of almost 8 
work days each year stuck in traffic.work days each year stuck in traffic.

Congestion in Atlanta



North American Rail Network North American Rail Network 
(Bottlenecks & Congestion Areas)(Bottlenecks & Congestion Areas)
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Major Freight Truck BottlenecksMajor Freight Truck Bottlenecks
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Annual Cost of CongestionAnnual Cost of Congestion
(In billions of ’05 dollars, per population groups)(In billions of ’05 dollars, per population groups)
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Relationship Between Trade and Relationship Between Trade and 
ProsperityProsperity
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Developments Since 2007Developments Since 2007

� March 2008, Environmental Protection 
Agency significantly tightened air quality 
standards.  Many urban areas no longer in 
attainment.  

��

attainment.  

� Declining Highway Trust Fund Trust Fund –– May be May be 
depleted by 2009.depleted by 2009.

� Price of oil nearly doubled.



Oil Prices April 2007Oil Prices April 2007--April 2008April 2008
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America’s Marine HighwayAmerica’s Marine Highway
The Capacity Crunch SolutionThe Capacity Crunch Solution

�� International trade will at least double by the year 2020, furtherInternational trade will at least double by the year 2020, further
stressing our already congested landside transportation system. stressing our already congested landside transportation system. 

�� Existing landside infrastructure can not support growth projections.Existing landside infrastructure can not support growth projections.
Landside expansion is costly, protracted, and can be controversial. Landside expansion is costly, protracted, and can be controversial. 

		

Landside expansion is costly, protracted, and can be controversial. Landside expansion is costly, protracted, and can be controversial. 

�� The Nation’s Marine Highway system offers unlimited growth potential.  The Nation’s Marine Highway system offers unlimited growth potential.  

�� The U.S. moves approximately 2% of our domestic freight by water:The U.S. moves approximately 2% of our domestic freight by water:
�� Europe Europe -- 44% 44% 
�� China China -- 61% 61% 

�� The Maritime Administration is developing initiatives to increase theThe Maritime Administration is developing initiatives to increase the
marine domestic freight market share. marine domestic freight market share. 



America’s Marine Highway: America’s Marine Highway: 
A SolutionA Solution
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Congestion and SavingsCongestion and Savings
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Fuel EfficiencyFuel Efficiency
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Emissions Emissions -- ParticulatesParticulates
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Emissions Emissions –– Nitrogen OxideNitrogen Oxide
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Emissions Emissions -- HydrocarbonsHydrocarbons
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Emissions Emissions –– Carbon MonoxideCarbon Monoxide
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SafetySafety
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Barriers to SuccessBarriers to Success
�� Competitive disadvantage posed by:Competitive disadvantage posed by:

�� Harbor Maintenance Tax (HMT)Harbor Maintenance Tax (HMT)
�� 2424--Hour Advance Notice RuleHour Advance Notice Rule
�� Multiple Lift Fees for Marine TransportMultiple Lift Fees for Marine Transport

�� Lack of Awareness of Marine Highway benefitsLack of Awareness of Marine Highway benefits

����

�� Availability of Financing and InvestmentAvailability of Financing and Investment
�� State/Local Authorities and ShippersState/Local Authorities and Shippers

�� Inadequate Port Infrastructure (landInadequate Port Infrastructure (land--side access)side access)

�� Shortage of Assets (i.e., rollShortage of Assets (i.e., roll--onon--rollroll--off ramps, cranes, chassis, off ramps, cranes, chassis, 
barges, etc.) barges, etc.) 

�� Environmental/Emissions  Environmental/Emissions  



2008  Marine Highway Program

� Designate Marine Highway Corridors
* Focus efforts and resources of multiple state, Transportation planners, local entities

� Designate Marine Highway Projects
* Identify projects that would offer best public benefit (congestion, emissions, energy 
&  infrastructure savings)
* Provide support to expand or start new operations (promote, coordinate, research,  
identify federal cargos. Remove impediments) 

�	�	

� Identify Incentives, Impediments and Solutions – Report to Congress
December

•Establish Marine Highway Advisory Board 
• Identify & propose short term incentives

� Conduct Research
* Identify environmental and transportation benefits
* Vessel design, technology, emissions, fuel economy & increase efficiency
* Studies to identify and implement solutions for specific projects

� Capital Construction Funds are available for vessel s in Marine Highway
trade.



The Marine HighwayThe Marine Highway

As we seek solutions to congestion, we should now v iew As we seek solutions to congestion, we should now v iew 
the Marine Highway as an extension of the surface the Marine Highway as an extension of the surface 

transportation system.transportation system.

Marine Highways offer a cost effective and environmentally friendly way to access Marine Highways offer a cost effective and environmentally friendly way to access 
additional capacity along some major corridors.  additional capacity along some major corridors.  
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additional capacity along some major corridors.  additional capacity along some major corridors.  

The New Marine Highway Program Offers an Excellent Opportunity to Help Us The New Marine Highway Program Offers an Excellent Opportunity to Help Us 
Take the Next Step toward getting Iron in the Water.Take the Next Step toward getting Iron in the Water.


