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eModal Port Community System
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30 marine terminals
12 Major Port Complexes
More than 14,000 registered 
users
3.9 million container views 
per month

Common portal for multi-
terminal container and 
booking status.

Status integration and 
notifications.

VCY
Appointments.
On-line fee payments.
Per-diem management.
Trucker verification 

security.
Electronic Delivery          

Orders.
Depot management.

VCY – an integral part 
of the Web-based 
applications for the 
entire Transportation
Community at 
www.emodal.com

The eModal Port Community System: 
Mapping provided by eModal.
Data feeds at MTO-determined frequency 
using FTP and Webservices.
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Virtual Container Yard
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Definition of VCY

A Virtual Container Yard is a street turn.

The “virtual” component reflects the use of 
technology to implement, manage and 
display via the Web.

Port

Import
Location

Export
LocationRe-use of the

empty container

Ocean Carrier Benefits

• Greater asset utilization.
• Reduced inventory and

gate transactions at 
the port.

• Support in managing of empty containers.
• Structured program with defined areas of 

protection ~ Rules.
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Motor Carrier Benefits

• Reduced truck trips to the Port.
• Reduced time at the Port.
• Reduced fuel costs.
• More efficient hours of operation

means more turns.
• Additional dray opportunities.
• Structured program with 

defined areas of protection 
~ Rules.

Regional Benefits

Each VCY is projected to 
result in a 15 mile trip saving.* 

Each VCY street turn should 
reduce NOX levels by 300g

*EMPTY OCEAN CONTAINER LOGISTICS STUDY, 
THE TIOGA GROUP,  MAY 8, 2002
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POLB/POLA/ACTA 
Team and Scope

Promotional Material
Fact Sheet For Ocean Carrier Outreach
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Marketing Survey
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VCY Definitions

• Posting – sending container number and/or 
booking number information to be available for 
the VCY process.

• Provider - party that posts empty containers for 
VCY transactions.

• Receiver – party that searches and accepts a 
posting by a provider to complete a VCY 
transaction.

VCY Definitions (cont.)

• Rules – Terms agreed by all that participate in 
the VCY transaction.

• Merchant Haul, CY, Pier – ocean carrier 
responsible to port or point; other responsible to 
arrange oncarriage.

• Store Door – ocean carrier responsible for 
oncarriage to/from ultimate destination/place of 
origin.
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Rules

• Ocean carrier must approve motor carrier before VCYs
can take place with their containers.
• Ocean carrier stops the per diem clock from the
Provider at the time of the VCY transaction acceptance by
the Receiver and resets it.
• Ocean carrier relinquishes container and chassis
damages and liability from the Provider at the time of the
VCY transaction acceptance by the Receiver.
• Motor carrier Receiver has the option to refuse a VCY at
point of physical interchange or accept the container “AS IS”
(same as at a marine terminal).
• Motor carrier Receiver accepts and is 
subject to per diem, liability, and damages 
of a container and chassis at time of VCY 
transaction.

Getting started….
Motor Carrier registration.

Log in to eModal and select the VCY 
registration tab.
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Posting Containers
Motor carriers can send containers from their
eModal Activity Folder, enter them manually,
or send via EDI.

Selected containers are posted to the VCY. 
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Searches are posted to the Web site

Result match opportunities via the Web
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Pollution is not exclusive to Southern California 
and nor are solutions like the VCY.
eModal has been called upon to address VCYs
in New York and New Jersey.

PANYNJ Team and Scope
Team includes funding and/or operational support for the 
program to be provided by the Port Authority, the I-95 
Corridor Coalition, both the New York State and New Jersey 
DOTs, the Association 
of Bi-State Motor Carriers.
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VCYs are facilitated via the eModal Web site

Recap

• Implement the VCY program with
– Motor carriers
– Ocean carriers 
– Importers/exporters

• Determine ultimate pricing that addresses cost 
benefits.

Next Steps

• Beta-testing done with successful 
transactions in cooperation with
– Motor carriers
– Ocean carriers 
– Importers/exporters
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Thank you

Questions?  Comments


