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Technology Addressing Congestion
VCY Provides Another Tool

• Internet-based information systems
• Appointment systems
• PierPASS second shift program
• RFID management systems
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Virtual Container Yard
The ability to interchange containers at a 
nontraditional location.

Off-dock container yard or depot
Participating trucking company facilities
Rail yard
Importer or exporter facility

with interchange information 
made available from 
nontraditional means.

Internet

Relevant Agency and 
Authority Involvement

• Port of Long Beach
• Port of Los Angeles 
• Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority
• Southern California Association of 

Governments
• Gateway Cities Council of Governments
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Identifying the Stakeholders

• Ports
• Government/Agencies
• Ocean carrier
• Motor carrier
• Container/chassis owner
• Marine terminal operators
• Off-dock depots
• Driver/contractors
• Railroads
• Shippers/Consignees
• 3PL’s
• Community

VCY Target Market 
2005 POLA/POLB Stats

• 7+ million import TEUs = 3.9M loads
• Approximately 50% local imports
• 300 working days (PierPASS off-peak 

Saturdays)
• 6,500 loads for local each day
• 3:1 import/export ratio = 2,165 containers 

at 100% per day.
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Year At 100%, 
Annual VCYs        

2006 650,000 
2010 935,000
2015                      1,200,000
2020                      1,580,000

By The Numbers…

Addressing Environmental          
Challenges

Each VCY street turn should 
reduce NOX levels by 300g ~ 
Tons add up quickly!
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Reduced Vehicle Miles Driven

Each VCY is projected to result in 
a 15 mile trip saving.EMPTY OCEAN CONTAINER LOGISTICS STUDY, 

THE TIOGA GROUP,  MAY 8, 2002

Team Efforts To Create The VCY

• Port of Long Beach
• Port of Los Angeles
• Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority
• International Asset Systems 
• eModal
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Using the Web Sites

eModal Home Page
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Marketing Survey

Promotional Material
Fact Sheet For Ocean Carrier Outreach
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Benefits

• Ocean Carrier savings
- Reduce fleet maintenance costs
- Improve equipment turn times
- Reduce overall fleet size

Benefits

• Terminal operating savings
- Eliminate empty gate costs
- Eliminate empty handling costs
- Eliminate empty storage costs 
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Benefits

Motor Carrier savings
– Eliminate runs to the harbor
– Eliminate on-terminal delays
– Average vehicle miles saved

Supplier Accesses the eModal Activity Folder
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Posted containers are brought over to the 
VCY Home Page

Suppliers select the posted container(s), and clicks the 
VCY button.

Providing Container Detail
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eModal-captured data is sent to IAS

XML messages
are sent 
via secure http. 

<?xml version="1.0" ?> 
- <VCYPost>
<TimeStamp /> 
<MessageId /> 
- <Requestor>

<SCAC /> 
<IASUserId /> 
<eMUserId /> 
</Requestor>
- <Location>
<Address1 /> 
<Address2 /> 

<City /> 
<StateProvince /> 

<PostalCode /> 
</Location>

- <Containers>
- <Container>
<ContainerId /> 

<SizeType /> 
</Container>
</Containers>
</VCYPost>

Data elements include:
User ID
Authentication key
Location
Quantity
Size/type
Unit number 

InterBox VCY Posting from eModal data
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VCY System Flexibility

VCY street turn postings are made 
by both those with containers and 
those in need of containers.

System user enters VCY from eModal or InterBox.
Search is initiated in area where a street turn unit is needed.
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An acceptable candidate is found among search results

Posting details are examined - quantity selected
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Transactions are confirmed and submitted

Transactions are confirmed with notifications
-----Original Message-----
From: admin@interasset.com 
[mailto:admin@interasset.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 10:17 AM
To: David Ferguson
Cc: George Washburn
Subject: IBX P165718 - Maersk - ULSExpress356 -
RECVER
==================================================
=====================
INTERBOX TRANSACTION CONFIRMATION - 04-Jan-06 
10:16 AM CST 
==================================================
=====================
The following authorization to pick up the 
contracted containers has been sent to the 
Receiving Member on your behalf:
Authorization       : ULSExpress356
==================================================
=====================
TRANSACTION DETAILS
==================================================
=====================
Supplying Member    : ULS Express (SUPPLA)
Supplying User      : David Ferguson

email          : dfergi@ulsexpress.com
phone          : 310 555 1212
fax            : 310 555 1212

Receiving Member    : ABC Trucking (RECVER)
Receiving User      : Heidi Regier

email          : hregier@abctruck.com
phone          : 949 555 1212
fax            : 949 555 1414

Transaction Type    : Street Turn
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Next Steps

• February ’06 facilitate first public VCY 
program and promotional workshops
– Motor carriers
– Ocean carriers 
– Importers/exporters

• February/March ’06 complete IT structure 
and launch Web site.

Thank you
Questions?/Comments

JOHN CUSHING
President

Tel: 949.474.3140
Direct: 949.474.3141

eModal.com, LLC         Toll Free: 877.7emodal
2101 Business Center Drive Fax: 949.474.3139
Suite 200 Cell: 310.502.8788
Irvine, CA 92612 jcushing@emodal.com
USA http://www.emodal.com


